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From the Editor  

Welcome to the 

December edition of your 
Felsham & Gedding Village News.  

Christmas will a quiet time in the 
Wilson house this year as they’re all 
with their in-laws. But, I’ve just had 
one granddaughter staying for a 
week and one visiting for a couple of 
days and now I’m full of cold, but it 
was worth it, we had such a very 
busy, happy time.  

The tortoise is at long last in bed, it’s 
been so mild so far this autumn,  

As usual there’s plenty going on in 
the villages, what with the Christmas 
party and the Film Show. There is 
also the Band Night at the beginning 
of January, which if past experience is 
anything to go by, will be a great 
night   

Right now there’s The Big Christmas 
Quiz available from the shop which is 
in aid of the Crisis centre it costs £2 
and I understand that it’s a 
humdinger (I haven’t started mine 
yet) and the shop itself will be 
hosting its own Christmas Jumper 
Day on December 13th so do come 
in and visit in your Xmas Jumpers 
and donate £2 to Save the Children. 

Wishing you all, a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year.     Tricia 

Next Copy Date: 20/12/2019 

Please be aware that items submitted 
after the deadline cannot be guaranteed 
to appear in the magazine. 

Copy Submissions 

Email: villagenews@felsham.org.uk or 
call Jo Tavernor on 01449 737793 

Advertising Email: 

villagenewsadverts@felsham.org.uk or 
call Jo Tavernor on 01449 737793 

Compliments, Complaints and 
Suggestions 

The Village News welcomes your 
feedback.  Do you have any comments 
about what we do, what’s going well, 
anything you’d like us to change? 

Newsletter General Policy 

We do publish acknowledgements, 
articles of general interest, artistic 
works and similar. 

We do publish factual material from 
recognised organisations. 

We do publish to the Village Website at 
http://felsham.onesuffolk.net 

We do not publish defamatory, rude, 
blasphemous, racial or other 
inappropriate material. 

We reserve the right to edit 
contributions to suit publication needs. 

We are reliant on contributions from 
many sources, taken in good faith, and 
cannot be held responsible for any 
errors or omissions. 

Copyright waiver is presumed implicit 
on all submissions unless clearly stated 
otherwise. 
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Friendly Experienced 
Teacher 

offers 

Individual MATHS 
Tuition

(Speciality - Confidence 
Building) 

KS2 – GCSE 

Call Colin Plummer on 
01449 736918 

Or email colinp52@gmail.com 
for details and availability 
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VILLAGE FRIENDS 

CHRISTMAS PARTY  

Free to all over 65 

FELSHAM & GEDDING VILLAGE HALL 

Thursday 12th December from 12 noon 

Christmas Dinner, Raffle, Entertainment 

Booking essential 

We would welcome contributions to our raffle 

Please contact: Sue Jell 01284 828892 

or Lynn Cardale 01284 386327 

Tickets also available from Village Store 

 
FELSHAM & GEDDING VILLAGE HALL SOCIAL CLUB 

PRESENTS A FILM EVENING 
ON 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 14TH 
 

THE THIRD MAN 
UK 1949 

                                  Restored version 2019 
 
 

A DRAMA SET IN POST WAR VIENNA 
FILMED IN BLACK & WHITE 

 
The film show starts at 7.30 pm 

the bar and hall will be open from 7pm 
 

New members and guests are very welcome to join us 
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Installations, Service & Repairs 
 

A leaking tap to a brand new 
system  we can help you 

Call us now on

01284 765453 
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BSEVC is a registered Charity No 1004198 – Co No 2636217   
   
TRANSPORT SERVICES IN MID SUFFOLK AND IPSWICH, KESGRAVE  
   
Accessible Vehicles  
We run services for anyone who cannot access public transport, to hospitals, shopping, social 
clubs, visiting relatives etc. Our fully accessible vehicles can be booked up to 2 weeks in advance 
and are available Monday to Saturday.    

Adult Under 5 Child 5-16 Under 18 
1 - 5 miles          £2.40 Free £1.00 £1.00 
6 - 9 miles          £3.30 Free £1.00 £2.00 
10 -14 miles       £4.20 Free £1.00 £3.00 

15 - 20 miles      £5.50 Free £1.00 £4.00 
 

    
Volunteer Car Service   
We have a team of volunteer drivers who use their own cars to transport people from “a” to “b”.  
Fares for this community car service are 54p per mile (inc VAT) and there is a booking fee of 
£1.20 (inc VAT) for each single journey. Passengers can book as far ahead as they wish. 
Passengers are invoiced monthly.   

How do I pay for my journeys on this service? - Please pay the driver on the day with cash 
or your travel vouchers. We do not accept concessionary bus passes. 

Fare structure for Community Car and accessible car journeys - Fares for the use of the 
community car service are 54p per mile (45p per mile + 9p VAT) and there is a booking fee of 
£1.20 (£1 + 20p VAT) for each single journey. Passengers are invoiced monthly. Please note that 
our charges may differ each time for the same journey. This is because we charge from the 
volunteer driver’s home (or from their previous dropping point) to you to your drop off point and 
return to their home or next pick up. We always try to use the closest available driver to keep the 
fare down but this is not always possible. Where passengers can share a community car journey 
the total cost is divided fairly between them thus making the journey cheaper for those sharing the 
trip. 

Who can use these services? - Anyone in the community who is unable to use regular public 
transport, where no such transport exists or it is infrequent. It is for individuals, couples, families 
and community groups. What type of journeys do we cover? - Health appointments, visiting 
relatives and friends, shopping, connection to onward travel by bus, coach or train and transport to 
and from day centres and social events. However we also provide transport to take people to 
weddings, funerals, days out and various other local and regional events. Please note that what 
you are charged may differ each time because we charge from the driver’s home or from their 
previous dropping off point. 

TO BOOK AND FOR MORE INFORMATION; 01449 614271 or Email: bookings@bsevc.co.uk   
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Volunteer Drivers Needed 
Looking to do something rewarding?  Volunteer drivers are needed to provide 
transport in your community 

We take passengers who can’t access public transport to visit hospitals, clinics, day 
centres, shops, relatives, and social events etc 

If you think you could you drive one of our fully accessible vehicles in Stowmarket, Eye 
and Stradbroke, or Ipswich and Kesgrave areas or drive your own car to join our team 
of community car drivers (45p per mile towards your costs) then for more details 
please ring and have a chat with one of our team on 01449 614271 

Charity No 1004198 Company No. 2636217 

Missing Cat in Gedding 

Julie Nichols from Gedding has lost her multi-coloured cat. 
If you have found one please ring her on 07979 423648. 

Suffolk Churches Ride And Stride 

Thank you to all who so generously gave their time to help with the Suffolk Churches 
Ride and Stride Day in September. 
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Unit 6B, The Barn, Glebe Farm,
Onehouse, Stowmarket, IP14 3HL

www.dennisgreenflooring.co.uk

For personal service and all year
competitive pricing, give Dennis a call

“We will bring our shop to you”

Tel: 01449 774770
Mobile: 07879 485215

Tailored quotes to suit your needs

A wide range of carpets, vinyls, tiles,
laminate and wood flooring

An independent local company providing exceptional
service in Stowmarket and surrounding areas

A N GILLAM
Building, 

All aspects of roofing,  
chimney work, 

Lime plastering & rendering. 
Chimney sweep 

The Mouse House, 
Bradfield St Clare, 
Bury St Edmunds, 

Suffolk 
IP30 0EL 

Tel 01284 388508 
Mob 07961 878564 
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Felsham & Gedding Playing Field: An Appeal 
 
A great many thanks to all those that came along to our Bonfire Night last month, and in 
particular to those who stepped in to help the committee set up/man the stalls. We were 
pleased to see lots of folk enjoying the display, and the warm feedback from people (as 
well as all their spare change) as they left was much appreciated. We don’t usually 
organise the bonfire night to make any money specifically, but we were pleasantly 
surprised to discover that we have made a small profit this year.  
 
As I’m sure most of you are aware, the Playing Field – like many of the other village groups 
– is a charity. As such, its efforts are dependent on volunteers both as committee members 
for decision-making, and helpers on the ground, for the events that we hold. In the past, we 
have usually been able to rely on a good supply of willing volunteers to maintain the 
playing field between events and run stalls at the Fun-day/Bonfire night.  
 
The problem, however, is that we have ended up relying on the same people every year; 
more often than not they are drawn from other groups in the village too, which adds an 
extra strain. (By the way, this is in no way meant to denigrate the help that we currently 
receive – you all know who you are!)  
 
You would therefore be forgiven for thinking that things would carry on as they always have 
behind the scenes. In recent times though, our numbers have dwindled – a combination of 
age and other commitments is mostly the reason. Unfortunately, we are not the only group 
in the village with this problem. It leaves us in the uncomfortable situation where we have 
to consider the viability of the playing field as an ongoing concern in the near future. Quite 
simply, if there aren’t enough people to help, it can’t function. Communication is key of 
course, and the committee acknowledges that we have been rather poor at advertising for 
help in recent times – In an attempt to try and remedy this we’re hoping to have regular 
work-parties which will be advertised in the Village News calendar.  
 
I’m therefore making an appeal to all village folk for some fresh faces to join the Playing 
Field Committee and lend a hand. Any help you can offer would be much appreciated, but 
in particular we would benefit from help at our work-parties and helping to set up at events. 
There are, I’m sure, many parents in the village who have a vested interest in ensuring 
their children have somewhere safe to play, as well as those who like having a space to 
take their dogs. 
 
Ultimately, the Playing Field is an asset to our village that is enjoyed by everyone, but like 
any community enterprise, it needs the community to keep it going – the same goes for all 
our Committees. Join up and help us carry the Playing Field forward for future generations. 
Thanks for your ongoing support.  
 
Our next work-party is December 7th at 10am meeting in the Playing Field Car Park.  
 
Phil Cockell  (Chairman) 
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Cockfield Benefice Services – December 2019 

Sunday 1st December 
Advent Sunday 

10am Communion Cockfield 

3pm Drawing of Christmas Raffle 
& Refreshments 
4pm Christingle 

Felsham 

Sunday 8th December 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

10am Communion Felsham 

4.30pm Carol Service Gedding 

Sunday 15th December 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

10am Communion Bradfield St 
George 

3.30pm Carol Service Bradfield St Clare 

Monday 16th December 7pm Carols by Candlelight Lt Whelnetham 

Tuesday 17th December 7pm Carols on the Green Cockfield Great 
Green 

Wednesday 18th December 7pm Carol Service Felsham 

Sunday 22nd December 
4th Sunday of Advent 

10am Carol Communion Cockfield 

3.30pm Carol Service Bradfield St 
George 

Tuesday 24th December 
Christmas Eve 

3pm Crib Service Cockfield 

9pm Christmas Communion Felsham 

11.30pm Midnight Communion Cockfield 

25th December 
Christmas Day 

10am Christmas Day Communion Gedding 

10am Family Communion Bradfield St 
George 

29th December 
Holy Innocents 10am Carol Communion Bradfield St Clare 

A service of Celtic Morning Prayer is held every Tuesday at Cockfield at 9am 
A service of Celtic Evening Prayer is held every Thursday at Bradfield St Clare at 5pm 

All are welcome – these services are approximately 15 minutes in duration. 
Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service times see 

the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com 
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Dear Reader, 
As I write this message I am thinking of the C word.  By that I mean 
Christmas of course!  December 1st is the start of the season of Advent.  
Unfortunately Advent has been rather swallowed up by the 
preparations for Christmas.  Christmas carols crowd out the keeping of 
Advent, and the Church, along with everyone else, hardly has time for 
the ‘earnest looking forward’ – for the watching and waiting for the 
coming of the King in his kingdom now.  

Advent for the Church should be about the expectant longing for the 
coming of Christ’s kingdom in power and the spirit of penitence (saying 
sorry).  In some senses this is about looking back at the past, to all that 
we have done which has caused distress in the world, and I mean ‘we’ 
in the sense of all humankind, not just on an individual level. 

At the same time, we can be hopeful throughout the Advent season, 
hopeful that the messages of Christmas may be heeded and put into 
practice.  Messages of peace and prosperity.  Messages of love and 
friendship.    

And then there are the angels.  The ‘heavenly host’ that surrounded 
the lowly shepherds who were guided to the place where Jesus was 
born.  The Angel Gabriel, who had appeared to Mary with the message 
that she was to bear the Son of God.  When I think of Christmas, I 
always imagine the choirs of Angels, making beautiful music as they 
sing the praises of the Messiah, the ‘Chosen One’.   

I know that it often feels as though the world has got itself into a 
terrible muddle, and that God is distant and really doesn’t want to get 
involved in our mess.  But Christmas proves that this is not true, God 
made human in the person of Jesus tells us that God is fully and 
inextricably bound up with all creation.  May we celebrate the coming 
of the Jesus once again with great joy and wonder, and may I wish all 
Village News readers a very happy Christmas! 

Yours in Christ, 

Revd Sharon, 01284 828599 or 07825 086063 
revsharon@btinternet.com 
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December 2019
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursd

Table Tennis. 
VH, 7:30pm

BROWN BIN 

Yoga. VH, 6pm

John’s Fresh Fruit & Veg
Call 01449 736578

Women’s Institute
VH, 7:30pm

Carpet Bowls. 
VH, 7:30pm

Mermaid Fish 
VHCP, 6 - 6:30

Fireworks &

9 10 11

Yoga. VH, 6pm

John’s Fresh Fruit & Veg
Call 01449 736578

Table Tennis. 
VH, 7:30pm

Village Friend

Mermaid Fish 
VHCP, 6 - 6:30p

BROWN BIN 

16 18

Yoga. VH, 6pm

John’s Fresh Fruit & Veg
Call 01449 736578 Joan’s Trip. VHCP, 9:30am

Mermaid Fish 
VHCP, 6 - 6:30p

23 25

Yoga. VH, 6pm

John’s Fresh Fruit & Veg
Call 01449 736578

32 4

17

Mermaid Fish 
VHCP, 6 - 6:30p
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24

30 31

Yoga. VH, 6pm

John’s Fresh Fruit & Veg 
Call 01449 736578

Carol Service
St Peter's Felsham, 
7.00pm

Xmas Communion
St Peter's Felsham, 
9.00pm

Xmas Day Communion
St Mary's Gedding, 
10.00am

RECYCLING BIN 



VH = Village Hall
VHCP = Village Hall Car Park

ay Friday Saturday Sunday
1

5 7

& Chips
pm

Bonfire 6.30pm

6

Fresh Fish, VHCP 10am

BLACK BIN 

8

Carol Service
St Mary’s, Gedding, 
4.00pm

12 14

s. VH, 2pm

& Chips
pm

13
Fresh Fish, VHCP10am 

Whist Drive. VH, 7:30pm

RECYCLING BIN 

Film Night. VH, 7pm

19 21

& Chips
pm

Fresh Fish, VHCP10am 
Mobile Library
Gedding Village Sign, 10:10 
and  VHCP, 11:40am 

BLACK BIN 

26

& Chips
pm

27 28

BROWN 
BIN 

Quiz. VH, 7pm

20

Fresh Fish, VHCP 10am
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01 December

Christmas Tree Festival 
starts, St Peter's, Felsham

Christmas Raffle, St Peter's 
Felsham, 3pm

29

Work Party, Playing 
Field 10.00am



Take Away menu available 

Burger Menu Available 
With over 8 Burgers to choose from 

Steak Night every Thursday 
X2 steak meals and a bottle of wine just £29.00 

Come in and try our Sunday Lunch from just £10.95 

Pub Autumn/ Winter opening times 
Mon       5pm-11pm 
Tue      Closed all day 
Wed       12pm-3pm  5pm-11pm    
Thurs  12pm-3pm      5pm-11pm 
Fri    12pm-3pm     5pm-11pm 
Sat     12pm-3pm      5pm-11pm 
Sun      12pm-6pm  
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Felsham & Gedding WI Meeting November  

On a pretty bleak and unattractive evening the ladies of the W.I were treated to an 
unusual and fascinating meeting.Business side dealt with Jackie Norman stepped 
forward to talk about Tudor Costume. There were two iconic periods Henry VIIIth 
and his daughter Elizabeth 1st. 

Catholic society had decreed that you were covered from head to foot. 

Silk, linen and wool were used by all ranks of 
society but clothing was very expensive 
during this period. The elite wore their 
clothes as a statement of their wealth and 
position. 

 As she spoke she handed around and let 
members feel the weight of the costumes. 

Most expressed surprise at the heaviness,which was due to the type of material 
used and the amount.e.g.–a ruff takes 8 metres.!! Then there is what is known as 
cartridge pleating. 

We were treated to details of a bumroll,peascod, kirtles,smocks and petticoats 
plus what a cod piece was made of .(They were lined with chamois leather since 
you ask!) It would take a lady about half an hour to dress and the end result was a 
conical shape ,the men wide and square. 

Everyone was tremendously impressed with the exquisite stitching of the 
costumes all handmade by Jackie. 

 

‘Kate Moss’ alias Jo T. was dressed as a Tudor 
Lady and I think you will agree that she looked 
stunning every inch a noble woman . Her only 
comment was “It wasn’t very practical for 
feeding her goats!” 

 

Next month: Malcolm Busby will be regaling 
us with Suffolk Tales.December 10th 7.30pm 
Village Hall. 
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Bradfield Woods   

December events:  

 

Fri 20 Dec & Sat 21 Dec- Solstice lantern walk for 
families 

Make a lantern & follow a lantern lit trail through the woods. 

Finish with hot chocolate by the fire 

3.30pm-5pm   £4 child/ £2 adults 

 

Mon 23 Dec - Stickman’s Christmas adventure 

Stickman trail, activities & toasting marshmallows 

10am-11.30am  £4 child/ £2 adult 

                                                                                                                                           

Mon 23 Dec - Last minute Christmas presents 

Make candle holders, bags and more                                                                         

For 11-16 year olds                                                                                                          

1pm-4pm £10 

 

Please book all events at www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org 
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The St Edmundsbury Male Voice Choir 

 
This internationally renowned choir will be performing a variety of 

music in 
St Peters Church Felsham on Saturday 28th March 2020. 

 
This will be followed by an afterglow in the Village Hall. 

 
More details next issue. 

 
 

Felsham & Gedding Allotment Bulletin 

Some good and some not so good news 
 
The time of year for the 'winter dig', the manuring of our plot and to put some 
humus into the soil. 
 
We have had a 'take-up' of three more allotments this year, leaving only one whole 
plot and three half plots vacant. Any more 'takers'? Now is the time to prepare for 
next year, £15 per whole plot and £7.50 for a half plot. 
 
Mostly, all is peace and harmony on the allotments but, one  problem has reared 
its head; that of fly tipping/dumping. I have been told that this has happened on a 
couple of occasions. Apart from being anti-social it is illegal and the Felsham 
Charity, who own the land, will take the appropriate action necessary to prevent 
this happening. 
 
Two unsuccessful attempts have been made to have a meeting of allotment 
holders with the aim of forming a 'self-help' group, with only a couple of people 
turning up to the second one in October. If we find that more interest is shown in 
forming an association we can have another 'go' in the spring. 

 
Happy gardening, 

Brian. 
p.p. Felsham Charity. 
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PILATES CLASSES
IN WOOLPIT

Do you suffer from back pain, have 
shoulder, neck or knee issues or just 

Body Control Pilates Instructor

per class, remedial based classes.

Studio at The Woolpit Osteopaths

For further information regarding 
Pilates and testimonials please look at 

www.midsuffolkpiltaes.co.uk
Or call Claire Day on 07803 615 444
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We have a potted 
tree option too.

Small garden or
renting? 
...No problem.

New parent?

Our Tree for Life scheme offers
new parents living in

Mid Suffolk and Babergh a free
tree to mark the arrival of a

new born or newly adopted child.

For more information and
how to apply, head to:

www.babergh.gov.uk/tree-for-life
www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/tree-for-life

 

Tree for Life

B
a

b
e

r g
h

a n
d

M i d
S u f f o l k D i s t r i c t

C
o

u
n

c
ils
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THE 59 CLUB
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Megan is a beauty therapist with over 14 years experience.
I work from my log cabin in Hitcham, it is situated in a

Treatments are by appointment only. Therefore you are
guaranteed complete privacy and your treatment time is

exclusively for you!

A variety of treatments include:

Jessica Manicure and Pedicure
Foot Health Maintenance (nail trimming/hard skin removal)

Eye Treatments/Waxing

Please phone for enquiries and price list.
Megan Pryke

VTCT, BABTAC
07876 717 008
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Service Departs From Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun

To
 / 

Fr
om

 
Bu

ry
 S

t E
dm

un
ds

379
Felsham Six Bells 10:34

Gedding Bus Stop 10:36

Bury Bus Station 13:00

 Bus Times 
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ALLOTMENTS BRIAN FRANCIS 01449 736219

CARPET BOWLS TREVOR DORES 01449 737936

CHURCHES:

ST PETER'S, FELSHAM

ST MARY'S, GEDDING

REVEREND SHARON POTTER

Email: revsharon@btinternet.com
01284 828599

CHURCH WARDENS
FELSHAM: DAVID WILLIAMS 

GEDDING: JAMES MORGAN

01449 737778  

01449 737445

DOCTORS SURGERY HEATH ROAD, WOOLPIT 01359 240298

PHARMACY 01359 242394

F&GCS & POST OFFICE 01449 736042

F&G FUEL GROUP pawilson4@btinternet.com 01449 736330

FACEBOOK Felsham and Gedding Community

FAGENDS c/o DAVID WILLIAMS 01449 737778

FELSHAM CHARITY DAVID WILLIAMS 01449 737778

GEDDING PARISH  MEETING GILLY MORGAN 01449 737445

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT JO CHURCHILL, 10 HATTER STREET, BSE IP33 1LZ 01284 752311

MID SUFFOLK AND COUNTY 

COUNCILLOR

PENNY OTTON

Email: penny.otton@suffolk.gov.uk or 

penny.otton@midsuffolk.gov.uk

01449 736482

MID SUFFOLK DC NEEDHAM MARKET 0845 606 6170

FELSHAM PARISH COUNCIL

CHAIR: SIMON GARROD

CLERK PAULA GLADWELL, Green Farm Barn, Cockfield

Email: felshamparishclerk@gmail.com

01449 737728

01284 828112

PLAYING FIELD CHAIR: PHILIP COCKELL 01449 736272
SHELTERED HOUSING MID SUFFOLK D.C. 01473 826639

POLICE
Safer Neighbourhood Team One

stowmarket.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk

101      

999 emergency

TREE WARDEN
MARK TAVERNOR

Email: mtavernor@btinternet.com 
01449 737793

VILLAGE E.VINE Email: faddb1011@btinternet.com

VILLAGE HALL

CHAIR: ANDREW CONQUEST      

CARETAKER: KEN SPARKES

BOOKINGS ONLY: DAVID WILLIAMS

01449 737619  

01449 736373

01449 737778

VILLAGE WEBSITES
FELSHAM: felsham.onesuffolk.net

GEDDING: gedding.onesuffolk.net

WHIST DRIVE PAT CLARKE 01449 736202

W.I. ALISON SHAW 01284 827034

TABLE TENNIS ADRIAN KING 01449 737495

YOGA PAT CLARKE 01449 736202

 Village Directory 
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